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PAUL ROBbSOH VISIIV FJSAGUL 


Lik« oth«r progressive people ef the world, we In CseCheSlovakia had 
i*n following with profound interest the unceasing aotiTlties af that 
•at singer and sac tor, Paul Kobe son, in his fight for world resot 
aocracy. When therefore a journalist friend 1 phoned and informed as 
Pant* is arrival in Prague on the evening of (Tuesday, May 24th. X was as 
ppy that I missed ay friend's last sentence. Determined to be one tf 
e first people to oall sad pay ay humbla respects to Paul. X loft or 
liege 9 a.a. on Wednesday, May 25th, and went to the hotel where he was 


On inquiring at the hotel deck. I was told that Paul would bo aaolna 
Bit°rs_froffi around 11 a.m. As it turned out later, X was not the fi rst 
Bltor to call, as about six other people of different nationalitloa war 

PUS*Ati -H yirr 4 m 4-Vs ^ 1._"i- , , _ *■*■?* "** 


► H- r 


-..and with introductions over, we ordered oof fee. Wo were all ia 

v t ^ e of meetin ^ the famous man that we oould have ratted 

live hours As we chatted awa/, good-humoredly, the time bound 

fly. About 10| 5° fftol'e accompanist, the South African pianist, Bruno 

n^t ^ ^ Ca J f * et * w ® contlauod our oonrersatien. 

® * ,il*15 a.m. one of the receptionists came and announced to us that 
Robeson waa on hie wa y down to see us. I can remember vivldlv the 
rsasions on the faces of the other six people as we heard this good 
*• *** tbm lady correspondent of a Hungarian newspaper whe got up 

down three time© from her chair, as she oould hardly oenoe&l her fiftltw- 
t# *v llere w ? 6 correspondent of a Polish newspaper who bsaaed with 
. Then again there was the correspondent of a Czech youth newspaper, 
started tapping his feet on the thick carpet on hearing the nevit md 

* m ® 11 * woman from the Ministry olMtoLfornatisn, shook 

1 other . finally X clasped both hands in order to oaln myself down as 
»uld feel ay heart beating faster. Precisely at 11120 that bright 
losday morning on May 25th, Paul Robeson stepped towards us. and as he 

2 nearer we all stood up and greeted him. Everybody Introduced him ax 

^ f*ul made no feel at ease. X oould feel'IBs 

don created by our Joy relax as ho cracked one joke after another, 

he journalists were the first to open the more serious side of ths day's 
- " ith the ffiany questions they asksd Paul. He punctuated his clear 

I * 1 **? 1 an ® w ® r ® with lively humour. Ihen followed the offici al s from 

listTy of Information, who had come to arrange iaul* a programme sf 
k ® ®?5 olhe J: official engagement a. Before he started his interview 
le others, he told me that I should wait till he'd finished with the 

W6 could have a family chat. About 12:15 p.m. he had finished 

terviews, at any rate for the time being. 

S^ e ~ "*•!!» lot's £° to the dining room and have lunch and talk.* 

t0 + d 11115 A few details about myself, after which Paul told me 

k! ^ tour end experiences in Bx'itain and mentioned of the 

> and comrades I knew and worked with in Ragland. After lunch we want . 
lie suite, where we continued our discussion. His conoera and fight 
. oppressed peoples (the working classes of capitalist countriss la- 
1s too well-known to be reiterated here. One thine, however, aut 

7n hc ? ev +f 6 JOke °f Africa, hia fs.ee lit up with a kind of pen#- 

, iliumlnation I've yet to see in another person. There in his face 
dd rcud hi;? c.ecp and profound desire for freedom and independence tm 
icen peoole and peoples of African descent throughout the world. I 
id intently to his words of wisdom until shout 2 p.a., when we both 

i/? 0 * 81 * 2 Square just in front of the hoUl where we bought 

ee i f?hi^iimfSIS P S Cr T\ At ?< 3 ° ?* n * tile 3 ® cr ® t ®TJ of the festival 
ee or tani~ed the International husic festival) came for Paul. 

r with hio accompanist we drove to the crest hall in Smetana Sq uar e 
he gave nic fir at concert in lr guc. q 

e«a »«» reheerolnj for o part cf the afternoon, X took leare of U. 

choelovakin* ft f* 0 ?? 1 ** 9tn Ccurtm of the Ikaralit Vart» 

7 . ‘ , ? f HC J- n nin:,. Vno Union of Czechoslovak Youth 

rtii t >d » cultur 1 cve*iii£ to teloomo the delrvutes. This took plus. 
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faf evening in the 1 arge park just b«3ide the old fair palace v/here 
—{Mg* itaelf was seating* As the news was flashed round In tte 
m>Q that Paul Bo bee on would be appearing, you can imagine the 
_fa rush for tickets* As we eat among the over 20,000 people who 
Jgped there that evening, the delegates began arriving, i-’ublic 
option was focused on the foreign delegates, among them many great 
• of the international working-class movement* As noon as Paul 
•potted about 100 yards away from the main grounds, the huge crowd 
Into applause* Cheering continued until he sat down *k near the 
Slovak Prime Minister, Antonin Zapotocky* 

Aft er the audience was entertained by a Czechoslovak Army Chorus arri 
Aaetra ta-saaa items of musid and national dances, faults turn was 

As ha stepped on to the rostrum, cheering began. He smiled 
ttavad his acknowledgement to the very warm and enthusiastic reception 
the Gseeh people* In a short speech in Russian he expressed his delict 
ft the Czech people again after an absence of many years* He then 

"Jh few songs, among them the ever-popular "Joe Hill", "Ole tlan River 
•Soviet Fatherland* — this which he sang in Russian brought the giant 
up to their feet and cheering continued for minutes on end. 

At 9t?0 that same evening Paul gave his first concert here to c very 

~ hsuae. Brexy square centimetre of sitting and standing space was 
ed* She cheering sat continued long after he left the hall. 

M At 3tX> p*m* Thursday, May 26th, he held a press conference at the 
its Room in the Rational Club* That same afternoon he aane at 


m ------- * » —v --- — r* vvw VJIVO U l, UJO 

—SS Boom in the National Club* That same afternoon he sang at several 
rles to workers in the Prague area* ■> 

fa the meantime, the International Union of Students and the Union of 
SCwsslovak Touth bad completed their preparations for a reception in 
ftttr of Paul. Just before mid-day on Thursday, May 26th, I led a 
tat ion from the above-mentioned organizations to invite Mr, to the 
ptlon* 

At 4p*m* ec Friday. May 27th. the President of the IUC, an Indonesian 
tuoent- sn English girl-student, and I formed a sort of guard of honour 
qA ac*-mpanied him to the large hall in the National Club v/here the 
MSptAfBwss held. As soon as he stepped into the hall, the audience 
r ovt*;20Q students from all parts of the world started cheering. Here 

Tro® all continents of the world, of different colours 
Id different cultures, but firmly united in their will fer world 
Regress - united in tneir common struggle for freedom, democracy, and 
«tiad peace* "Mere indeed was the 8ymbol of the type of world which. 

J progressive humanity, led by that mighty bulwark of peace. Socialism 
m Soviet Union is today fighting for. 

After being welcomed by Ken Tolhurst who was chairing the meeting. 

«S JoSa Grohman, President of the IUC, Paul Robeson expressed his thanks 
^everyone for aaseobling to meet him and to the President for his kind 
told S' 1 y oun « students assembled that he has a sen of 
!I 6 ** th ® Soviet Union and hopes tc be abl* 

his^SllL* In ?hf t n£f+!5*c ! I 0 f ld iA J , the autumn. He is new graduating 

State ? intends to continue his studies 
- MMW where be will be very glad to meet all his old friends again. 

The struggle in America is very sharp, but there is a hard cere of 
democratic and progressive students as there is amongst the rest of the 
people. He was happy to be able to say that the students '/ere in the 
leadership of the Wallace campaign and that youth v/as in the w /:.*;u'rd 
cf the whole straggle. He cited such examples os the youth fiyhtir.y 
a gai nst the Mundt— Nixon Bill, and the rest of the anti-liberty bills. 
Apart from talking himself he would also like to hear from the young 
people present about their prcblama, the conditions in their countries 
In Africa, parts of South East Asia, reports of thtir struggles, how 
they get to Prague, and hew they feel about tho situation. 

Paul Robeson then sang six songs i "Love Will Find Out the W-y", 
•Rater Bey", "Joe Hill", a French song, "Sirokd Str^na Uoja Rodndja", 
*&aial?J§]La fitofer$*i»el£?42/1829 Image Refere 
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Paul Robeson continued x "I have just finished A 1 j% tour ill 
About to return to the United States to what la and anal be 
tine atill a sharp struggle. The situation In America la elooe 
Germany, in which men like Sisler. and Busch stroggl t i 
fascism, or in Vichy France, because a small minority of the 
people see their only chance in a revival of fas clow And 4h ti 
f , ie ~ lx * ^ asc i 3 * s » Once it was the task of the SpAjfciah. boobL. 
back fascism, and but for that struggle we alA&fc not harm 

today, a 1th the growth of the people s democracio#*' of count no# jj 
C zechoslovakia and China, I am certain that Republican tain will be 
again. In all this the American people bear a T ipr onof 

e press conference yesterday, I was asked by a Greek jouroaliet what 
aerican3 ieel about the struggle there in Greece where the-American 
government is trying to build up fascism aga in and te ♦•Ow 
away ircm it 3 people. I assured my friend that the AtmnAo 
our hearts, to the hearts of progressive Americans, &nd thAt Uo Hiall do 
all in our power to see that Greece is returned to ito people and the 
fascists in power are punished as they should be. • P»W* .**§ WO 

■ , ^ ^L 10v/ v/bab strength I 3hall take back to progroaalro ilirlfltea th« 

[strength and vrarroth given me at this reception which I fool Omv kLeent 
“ e in Czechoslovakia. It is a groat thing every ■ f% Ap !!m{. v* 

® walk the earth like a free scan in full h nwaff Ai 
,n the streets of Prague today. This i 9 something do3S?2oT _ 

W** does not often have the chance to feel frooi f 'fint 

^ded the African* the ifest Indian and the working class of 

te .J* 1 ? 01 ’*>*• rew dignity which human Naan 

^ ice -. ove £ their ovm destinies. I shall tefcf teek tussiSt 

if this struggle! freedom »me not easily won hero, and cannot bo ooollv 
on in other parts of the earth* This is something tob 

onstquLces!' 11 ^ t0 socrlfice «™ything and to stand fir* ohotevor the 

won derfulthing to see students and young people froa All 
c 5 world* One talks often about democratic id»aat*rt ift lo 
W y^ erful 3ee unity of all human beings in front gP** 
f U «i )r0y ° todaj/ that the human differences based on colour, m 
*' c ^» are nonsense and mean nothing - we are ail dodlc&tel to 
lilding a free life for the peoples, not for the few bnt mnii.n. 

>u go boefc to fight for tho rights k tho peoJK b^oSf to ? * ^ moM ' 
Lildren can grow up in a rich and full life. Ity boy knows 

3 t T he mot £or Ma ^°^ le Kr thtl+Jlu W Zi 

S£^|?Jat I t?Sk^ rOUd t0 ° Q0 thC rG P racentati ^es gathered here 9 

\ m l am only here for a few days but I am sure that I shall 
lain in your own tout lands. As a singer I give all I can to 
the progressive movement. I will see you ih Greece wlth\h* 

r th ^stru^le^or^th^fS* ^ ‘ * in farts of the world wher*-* 

tho Noo iomJcmic flhta. 

KM" °w*s^ 5 s: * ; r 

lm ?'V‘ C ' oharp the struggle is; there la impossibility today of 
fthing but accepting the sharp struts. hen the rulinTSweSfirt f 
^rica say they accept fascism, the millions say ^ powers in 

they are 
Jtory for tl 


t v no* 

i°u see. thg£ are nervous. I hear today that Kisler ia 4 - 

? ® at ▼ietoryTor the British people. As soon as uZu* waa^ko^ff 1 

boat people protested from below. The result show tho Sower rf tL 

^ , uat are able tc defy the powers when they understand what 

pi^?t *ttatf^G t0 ° far ‘+ 71x13 caae ehou id show tho British 
pj.^ -w*x x.v. Unitej ^>tateo Goverrvasnt can y'ive orders ta #>»« p»~« + > 

grmoat but not to tho British , ; ooplu. SpoSlrt 

’! + i ilv1x1 ^f ltain was ,dod by Communists - thl0 1 ^ould show 
it is not so simpxe tc Liugli off Coruaunism in Groat Britain* V 

*Tlic question of civil liberties in the USA 


tlie Ik Communist leaders on trial. 


is t«\Qically the question 

i , ^ , - - If something happens to the. oomo* 

iSaJogue^Se-KVa^' 000 pQ ° Pl ''' Bn<1 m0re> As a **® PO f^r 





♦ 



Mgr that fraedoa from, oppression, freedom for a*t, mean nothing 
^rafting n particular political philosophy o&n be put in 2 jail for 
gedag heck U take the stand, to testify in the trial of 'the 12. 
hat to those loaders is a matter of life or death to me. 


atft times when there is no longer a moment for hesitation. 1 
f j»>1 m at work in Spain and other coontiiea) I have seen how 
tTMMttutoue force and didn’t heat down the Czech ; eo>le". 

Mi HUNK told a story ef his American football days *ben, by 
?*>'*• m anti-*ogro opponent at tho beginning cf the game, he 
it he ted no more trobule with him for the rests of the L .ajte. he 
e to UJaatrate that the best way of defending oneself is to see 
it_ t he eppenent is net there. "If when a fascist starts at you, 

«x* at him *» don’t let him do anything - that’e the best way to 

y hope yen will all take back the oouragt and sirens ih X feel 
tome thing 1 feel Yery deeply - you are the future leaders of 
P|iPd>e» the reward ooaes in a circle - one fives and gets/. in.cl.. It 
wsiaerfttl thing knowing that one spends one’s life and education not 
fparate from one’s people. Yon will be giving your live., , cd 
fw bail ding the new world. 1 am proud to be part oi tho world 
fft will build, aped pn proud to be here as a friend of the future 
_ of the peoples’ democracies all over the world.” 

yiljr 

;tee e nd o f his most inspiring speech we all stood end u<■: 'lauded ior 
“'vito ttteutes« Shortly afterw&rda, we went and joined the giant rrlly 
*©0*00© people at ins Old Town Square. This web the Uaech people’s 
tl« 2 fc t# gpoet the 9th Congress of the Communist lour forty of 

Hat sit encouraging spectacle to behold. 2o feel" ti.at one 
ts -the army of millions throughout the world fight inf.- far a new 
ywws^bn ll li n g a new and better society. laul went to the tribune and 
A\slW Other distinguished leaders of the international workinr^-elass — 
f -te# teea±*e*it klement Gottwaldf Rwdap Rudolph Slanskv# iiocrot^iy of the 
•*JB.Bul*akoV. Secretary of the ioiitioal Bureau of the C.r .3,U.{3) * 

11 telll tti Jainiro fegliattl) andrd karty of i'rfuio6) aiu&do ox Brazil) 
l CpaoaMtal ef Democratic China) and several others from different parts 


* 

V* 


afternoon of Sunday, May 29th, lau.1 gave a noth* r concert in Lie 
Utap tO an audience of over 15,000 people* It was :.n unfox xutable 
me the hugs crowd rose to its feet again and a grin cud cheered as 
eh, Russian, Chinese, Yiddish, Spanish, irTc-nch. Ue nade 
towards the end of the performance, aid ended by aiagiiig 
and” in Russian, Cnee again the cro\?d rose I c its feet and 
ing loag after haul had loft the stadium. 




behalf 


te d, : tho ^g rea t hon our of helping hold the music sheeto on the piano for 
|t , Bruno Raikin. fo illustrate again bin dec; concern for the 
sum Other oppressed peoples, ksxak haul recite*ted tu» Festival 
ttee to accept the entire proceeds from that cono^rt w3 w(i jl.L LfiO x 00 

wattwi|§ ; to pay him to be given to the lUa fund which will be used to 

oelonial students whose economic circumstances ure h, vJ to attend 
ftetival of Youth and iitudente in Budapest in August. 

. Readily agreed to this suggestion, and today phe XU..- fund -u » 
ttte fr©» another Oonerete proof of Foul’s unceasing ex for 5 , o'- behalf 
S rS l tet al and other oppressed peoples. That same evenit*;., i-.ul was 
1 ths many guests of honour who were entertained by free!dent ;otireId 
•oeption held in the firs do any Palace. 

te Itet night I was among, a groin- of friends , no;; i«ul hrd ... ;-v:rL. c tc 

B With ilia* Am on g our group were a Canadian jSci.ro Xr>t\ 3rw aali. t, 
Begro student, an jSnglich couple, « Czech corny egerr 1 n v.-hite 
pie. Paul expreseed his jcy at tin* vory warm Ire, / / ck .uo 
ad received from the Czech people, and said thi;, hod ndtad more 
him in particular and the progressive forces of Ameri-.-n in general, 
ua a few amusing stories and- Incidents in his cieti-vruiahcd and 
areer, A short time after r;lAnight we decided to ew> I ie family 


ilogue Reference:KV/2/1829 


Image Reference:7 













5 


gathering, ao that, he could have the rest he so ricfely ftWttltfc 

On Monday, fan May 3 Cth, I was among the first group #f people 
arrive at the hotel by 11 a, a i. Several of us were sitting with 
mil in his suite, when two people brought up two parcels* They vers 
* as we soon learned presents to haul and his acoospanlst tram the 
President and Mre# Gottwald, iaul*s was an exquisite glass v*ae whiah 
vaa oiaply breath-taking in its artistic beauty. He immediately^ wrota 
k letter thanking the President and hi3 wife for their wonderful gift# 

With a group of sever el others, waong whom w ere some officials 
Proa the Ministry of Information, the principal of the Prague Conser¬ 
vatoire (and also chairman of the International idueic Festival Coauaittee) 
accompanied Paul to the air-port. At 3i 50 p.m# their plane took off 
Por Warsaw, where he will meet and sing to the Polish people# From 
Warsaw Paul will go on to Moscow where he will participate in the 
L50th a nnivereary celebrations of the birth of the great Russian 
>oet, Alexander Pushkin. i 

laul Robeson*e visit has been as memorable as it has been inspiring# 
fe have already been immensely strengthened in our determination t# 
iarry on and intensify our efforts in the fight for national independence, 
lemocraey and peace. lor me in particular his visit is one I shall 
ilways remember# 


•» 
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THI COUNCIL ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS 

23 Wait 26th Stfaat, Na« YorL 10, N. Y. 

paw pouson w. i. a. ou aon w. a. huntom 

C - K ~~- *>«• eiamc 

«mu u. oitoiui ioim« t .attimon 

TMaiurn/ Dlr*c»*f of Or««aluMoti 


0O YOU AGREE WITH ROBESON THAT JIM CROW AND 
COLONIAL OPPRESSION MUST END? 


P* 1 SUPPORT th# org.nil.tion lad by him and Dr. W. E. I. 
DuBoia, dadicatad to tha fight to .in fraadom lot tha paopia 
ol Africa — tha anaU.ad contiaant .Kara tha lor cat ol Whita 
upremecy, greedy eiploitetion. end imperielitm ere concen- 
tralias **>air attantion today — icing tha loadi ol a no. .ar. 

Writa lor information concarning tha Oouncil'i objactivai and 
•tori, and concarning tha (I group mambarihip plan for mam- 
of or 9 *oilotions. 


F»M out end moil tH# coupon below todoy. 






